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Wow!  How the time flies! I can’t believe we had our first 

graduation at the UUSOD.  I am so impressed by all of the 
outstanding D4s and the clinical skills they have developed 
in their time here.  Congratulations to the class of 2017! 

I’m very excited to tell you a little about the new members 
of the ASDA Executive Council.  We had a very good 
percentage of student involvement in our March elections.  
We received votes from over 60% of D1-D3 students!  

The ASDA President-Elect is Jaren Thueson (D2), Secretary is 
Nathan Kobold (D1), Treasurer is William Richards (D1), and 
the Legislative Liaison is Jacob Beckstrand (D1).   

As President, I have interacted with these four fine 
gentlemen over the past few months and have learned a 
few things about them.  Mainly, I have been impressed by 
their strong dedication to dental education and their 
desire to treat patients while developing lifelong clinical 
skills.  

I would now like to highlight the new Utah ASDA Executive 
Council members so our readers can get to know them 
better.  (Continued on next page)   

Madison Day 
Utah ASDA President 2017-2018 

 

Photo Credit: Derek Tang 

President’s Update 
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PRESIDENT: And me? I am Madison Day, lover of Chick-fil-A and running 
medium distances.  I grew up in Utah with my five brothers and cute parents.  I 
completed my undergraduate degree in chemistry at Southern Utah 
University.  I really like naps in the sunshine and stealing people’s food (like a 
cat).  I am looking forward to a great year serving the UUSOD student body as 
ASDA President!   

I hope you all get to know the ASDA Leadership this year and help us continue 
to build a stronger Utah ASDA community!  Have a GREAT summer everyone 
and see you in clinic!  

Madison Day  

President’s Update, cont. 

PRESIDENT ELECT: Jaren Thueson is, (unfortunately), an avid BYU fan.  He 
completed his undergraduate degree in finance at BYU in 2015.  He is 
originally from Rexburg, Idaho but has been in Utah long enough to get 
married to his beautiful wife Claire, visit Zion and Hurricane, and learn the Utah 
slang.  

SECRETARY: Nate is from Billings, Montana and a huge sports fan. We believe 
he will be a great asset to the UUSOD intramural football team and maybe 
even soccer or basketball?  He is new to Utah and is trying to discover all the 
delicious places to eat with his wonderful girlfriend Elisa.  When you see Nate 
Kobold, let him know of any yummy restaurants he should check out!  

TREASURER: William Richards is a Ute through and through. Not only is he a 
UUSOD student but he completed his undergrad here as well. Something 
many of you might not know about Will is that he used to have long, flowing 
brown hair much longer than his current “do.” You could say he started the 
trend of the long hair before the man-bun became big.  

LEGISLATIVE LIASION: Jake Beckstrand is from St. George, Utah.  Nate received 
his undergraduate degree from Dixie State University. Jake is extremely smart 
and motivated, and (unfortunately) he too comes from a BYU supporting 
family. He and his gorgeous wife Jazmine were married before school started 
so be sure to wish them a happy anniversary this summer!   

Photo Credit: Derek Tang 
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Thank you to Melissa Pysnak (D3) for serving as Secretary and 

Jordan Sanger (D2) for serving as Treasurer for the past year.  
We appreciate all the time and dedication you put into your 
leadership roles with ASDA.  The new officers will greatly benefit 
from your example and experience.   

           

     Melissa Pysnak 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Jordan Sanger 
 

Photo Credit: Derek Tang  

Thank You! 

ASDA News 

Carsen McDaniel was born and raised in South Ogden, Utah.  

After serving a two-year mission in Italy, Carsen returned to study 
at BYU.  HIs passion for the Italian culture and language led him 
to pursue an undergraduate degree in Italian but he always kept 
one foot in the biological sciences.  He worked in several 
different interpreting and translating positions, taught Italian at 
BYU and conducted research on renaissance poetry from 
Florence but found that he had an unsatisfied desire to help 
people directly.  Carsen was drawn to the career of dentistry by 
the unique opportunity to serve in the local community.   
 
As a first year student Carsen served as one of the Community 
Outreach Leads and then began the track to become Chapter 
President at Utah ASDA.  He is thrilled to see the progress of Utah 
ASDA and is inspired by those leaders in our chapter who serve 
with him.   
 
The entire UUSOD student body would like to extend a big thank 
you to Carsen for serving as ASDA President for the 2016-1017 
school year.  

Carsen McDaniel 
Utah ASDA Immediate  

Past-President 2017-2018 
 

Photo Credit: Derek Tang 
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National Leadership Conferences 

2017 

ASDA News 

ASDA District 10 Meeting 
January 6-8, 2017 
Salt Lake City, Utah 

 

Photo Credit: Derek Tang 

 
Photo Credit: www.asdanet.org 
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ASDA News 
District 10 Meeting 

One presenter that really stood out at the ASDA District 10 meeting was the keynote speaker Chris 

Ulmer.  Chris Ulmer went to college where he received a Master of Arts in Teaching with a specialty in 
Special Education.  After teaching for a while in a special needs classroom, Chris wanted more and 
went on to start a company called Special Books by Special Kids (SBSK).  He started this company with 
the goal to normalize the diversity of the human condition under the pillars of honesty, respect, 
mindfulness, positivity, and collaboration.  Chris strives to accomplish this by means of several different 
platforms including interviewing and teaching about the issues special needs populations face.  
 
It was a very enlightening meeting.  I’m sure almost every student at the UUSOD went into dentistry 
because of a desire to make a difference and to help those around us.  It was 
very rewarding to watch someone who had the same desires going out and 
making a huge difference in the world.  Seeing Chris do what he does helped me 
realize how truly diverse and different dental patients can be.  He showed clips 
from interviewing people with a variety of disabilities.  They had issues ranging 
from minor to severe.  It helped me realize the importance of a thorough medical 
history.  Also, it helped me realize how many people need special considerations 
in the patient chair, even if they don’t show any signs.  Every patient we treat is 
special and as long as we remember that we will be successful. 

By: Andrew Ray, Class of 2018 
For more information on SBSK: 
http://www.specialbooksbyspecialkids.org/contact 
https://www.facebook.com/specialbooksbyspecialkids/ 
 

Chris Ulmer, Keynote Speaker 
Photo Credit: Derek Tang 

ASDA District 10 Attendees 
University of Utah Student Union 

Photo Credit: Tate Masunaga 

UUSOD Dental Students 
From left to right: Jake Greaves (D3), Amber 
Clark (D4), Andrew Ray (D3), Carsen McDaniel 
(D3), and Kyle Perkins (D3) 
Photo Credit: Jose Brambila 

Sohaib Soliman (left), ASDA 
Immediate Past President, 
speaking with Chris Ulmer in 
Salt Lake City, Utah. 
Photo Credit: Derek Tang 
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ASDA News 
ASDA Annual Session 2017 
Orlando, Florida 
February 22-25  
 

I am glad I had the opportunity to attend 

the ASDA Annual Session in Orlando, FL.  I 
met many dental students from all across 
the country, learned more about ASDA as a 
whole, participated in the House of 
Delegates, and enjoyed the 80-degree 
weather at the pool while it was snowing in 
Utah.  
 
It was amazing to see so many students 
involved in organized dentistry and fighting 
to make our dental education better.  ASDA 
truly is the voice of dental students.  I would 
highly encourage everyone to attend at 
least one ASDA national event if given the 
opportunity.  

By: Llely Duarte, Class of 2020 
 

 
 
 

From Left to Right: Madison Day, Amber 
Clark, and Llely Duarte.  

Photo Credit: Llely Duarte 

National Leadership Conferences, cont. 

 
ASDA’s Annual Session is the official meeting 

of ASDA’s House of Delegates.  Student 
leaders from all sixty-six U.S. dental schools are 
invited to attend.  Delegates from each 
chapter vote on policy issues on the national 
level. Elections are held for national 
leadership positions.  In addition, The Gold 
Crown Awards Ceremony recognizes ASDA 
members and chapters for their 
achievements in leadership, advocacy, 
communication, membership recruitment, 
and growth. 

The four-day session offers countless 
networking opportunities with other dental 
students, national leadership, and vendors.  
Attendees hear from dental professionals and 
other prominent speakers in professions such 
as business, leadership, advocacy, and 
government.  ASDA members are educated 
on important topics facing the dental 
profession and are able to address important 
issues that affect the future of dentistry. 

This year’s annual session took place in 
Orlando, Florida February 22-25.  Amber Clark 
(D4), Madison Day (D2), and Llely Duarte (D1) 
proudly represented Utah ASDA. 
 
 

Writing Credit: Anjanette Walsh  
Photo Credit: www.asdanet.org 
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Utah State Dental Student Lobby Day 

February 27, 2017 

ASDA News 

Lobby Day was hosted by Roseman University College of Dental Medicine and the 

University of Utah School of Dentistry.  ASDA Legislative Liaisons, Jaren Thueson (UUSOD) and 
Colin Young (RUCODM), collaborated to arrange this amazing opportunity for Utah dental 
students.  Over 100 students were in attendance at the Utah State Capitol on a snowy 
February morning.  Students heard from several speakers, including the deans of both dental 
schools and the president of the Utah Dental Association, before attending a Floor Session of 
the Utah State Legislature.  Students were welcomed in the Senate and House galleries to 
witness the legislative process in action.  (Continued on next page) 
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“Student Lobby Day was a great experience. The 
lectures, tour, and visit to the senate floor served 
as important lessons helping me to 
recognize ways that students and 
dentists can be involved in local 
and national government. We have 
much more to contribute to our 
communities than clinical dentistry 
alone!” 

          Michael Roberts,  
Class of 2020 

ASDA News 
Utah State Dental Student Lobby Day, cont. 

Utah State Senator Peter C. Knudson, a 
retied orthodontist, was the chief 
sponsor along with House sponsor Marie 
H. Poulson of Senate Concurrent 

Resolution 9: Concurrent Resolution Concerning 
the Oral Health Care of Utah’s At-risk 
Populations.   

With dental students present in the gallery 
audience, Sen. Knudson introduced this 
important resolution during the 2017 General 
Session of the Utah State Legislature.   

SCR 9 addresses the oral health of Utah’s at-risk 
populations and recognizes the important role 
Utah dental students play in serving these 
populations.  The resolution highlighted the 
following: 

• Cooperation between Utah ASDA and 
Roseman ASDA in promoting and improving 
oral health for Utah’s at-risk populations 

 
• Recognition of Utah ASDA and Roseman 

ASDA student members as valuable 
resources providing oral health care within 
the community 

 
In addition, the resolution defined oral health 
making clear the connection to systemic 
health.  Part of the resolution stated that oral 
health care is essential for comprehensive 
medical management, especially for at-risk and 
underserved populations.   

The passing of SCR 9 is an important step in 
establishing the vital role dentists, dental 
professionals, and dental students play in the 
health care system.  SCR 9 provides resolutions 
for the Governor and Legislature of the state of 
Utah to recognize Utah dental students as an 
integral part in prevention of oral disease and 
providing access to dental care for Utah’s 
vulnerable populations. 

 

Writing Credit: Anjanette Walsh 
References: www.le.utah.gov 

Photo Credit: Derek Tang 

RESOURCES FOR ADVOCACY AND 
INFORMATION ON THE UTAH STATE 

LEGISLATURE 

• https://www.asdanet.org/index/get-
involved/advocate 
 

• https://le.utah.gov 
 
• https://utahstatecapitol.utah.gov 
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Photo Credit: Derek Tang 
UUSOD Students 

ASDA News 
Jr. League Care Fair  

February 4th and April 22nd  

The Junior League Care Fair is one of our most 

consistent service events that Utah ASDA 
participates in. The first couple years we 
participated there was only one large fair in July 
that included health professions from all other 
fields (ie: glucose tests, scoliosis testing, skin 
examinations, sight examinations, etc.). The need 
for dental care at the care fair was substantial 
enough that the Junior League started to host 
more events throughout the year for our students 
to participate in, allowing them to screen and 
educate patients. This year we have been lucky 
enough to be involved in fairs in February, April, 
and our upcoming one in July. The Care Fair gives 
the opportunity for students to see the great 
need for dental care in underserved areas so 
close to home, as well as give education and 
offer resources to patients. Many patients that 
come into the Care Fair have never seen a 
dentist or haven’t seen one in years, due to 
language barriers, finances, or just the lack of 
understanding of importance. It is always hard for 
me to see all the need for dental care and the 
lack of ability to access it or afford it.  
If you would like to learn more about the Junior 
League please visit: www.jlslc.org. 
 

Writing Credit: Madison Day 
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ASDA News 
ASDA Benefits  

Why ASDA? 

When was the last time you checked your 
school mailbox?  “What mailbox?”, you ask.  
The UUSOD student mailboxes are located in 
the Dr. Robert W. Hymes Student Lounge 
area on the North and South walls.  If you 
didn’t know you had a mailbox, or just keep 
forgetting to check, it may be full of ASDA 
publications you are missing.   

Every month ASDA sends copies of Contour 
to members.  If you are receiving them at the 
school you probably need to update the 
address you have on file.  This is easy to do, 
Just visit, www.asdanet.org/account/login , to 
set up your online access.  From here, you 
can update your profile, address, contact 
info, and gain access to ASDA resources and 
benefits for dental students. 

Did you know ASDA offers advice for 
preparing for National Board Dental Exams?  
Also, services and resources are available for 
Health and Wellness, Mentorship, 
Scholarships and Repayment Options, 
Finances, Diversity and Inclusion, even Ethics.  

Furthermore, ASDA members have access to 
discounts on financial and insurance services 
as well as savings from a variety of 
companies. 

The ADA sponsors no-cost disability and life 
insurance for dental students during dental 
school and residency.  As a student member 
of the ADA you must access your account to 
sign up for these benefits.  

As an ASDA member you are automatically 
a student member of the ADA.  The ADA 
Student Membership offers job listings, salary 
information, travel benefits, a new dentist 
blog, news articles for recent grads, and 
advanced dental education.  

ASDA wants its members to stay informed.  
Contour is the monthly print publication 
(which is probably sitting in your mailbox).  
Electronic Newsletters include Word of 
Mouth, New Leader, Advocacy Brief, and 
Polished Predental.  

(Continued on next page) 
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ASDA News 
ASDA Benefits  

Why ASDA? cont. 

Mouthing Off is ASDA’s blog that features 
writing by and for dental students.  A few of 
your classmates have already been published.  
Check out the following link to read the articles:  

www.asdablog.com 

ASDA publishes stories, articles, photos, and 
cartoons created by members.  If you are 
interested in contributing, contact the ASDA 
Editorial Board at editor@asdanet.org  

For more information on how to contribute go 
to: 

www.asdanet.org/write-for-asda 
 
The editorial team is made up of student 
members who will help you pick a topic or give 
you an idea for an article.  
 
The Utah ASDA Newsletter Committee is always 
looking for and welcomes your ideas, artwork, 
stories, etc. for our publication, Flossed In 
Translation.  If you are interested in sharing your 
talents please contact: 
 

madison.day@hsc.utah.edu or 
anjanette.walsh@hsc.utah.edu 

 
 

Writing Credit: Anjanette Walsh 
Photo Credit:  www.asdanet.org 
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councils from each college or school propose 
to them. 

The assembly also discusses Redbook, but they 
are more focused on student groups and clubs 
on campus, and the allocation of funds to those 
groups.   

Something that is unique about the student 
senator position is they are also able to sit on 
the faculty senate and attend faculty senate 
meetings.  These meetings include important 
information regarding changes to university 
wide policies, budgets, and tenure for faculty.  

If you would like to know more about the ASUU 
senate and assembly or would like to become 
more involved in the university as a whole, 
contact Melanie or McCall! 

 

ASUU News 
Associated Students of the University of Utah 

 

Photo Credit: Derek Tang 

ASUU Elections 2017-2018 

This year we are lucky to have Melanie Barber 
and McCall McCord, both from the class of 2019, 
representing our school on the ASUU Senate and 
Assembly.  

What is ASUU you ask?  ASUU is the Associated 
Students of the University of Utah, aka the 
student government university wide.  They have 
a student senate and student assembly that 
requires representation from every college or 
school on campus.  

Melanie and McCall will be sitting on the ASUU 
boards with students from under-graduate 
colleges and graduate colleges.  They hold 
meetings one to two times a month.  The student 
senate discusses the constitution of the University 
(Redbook), conducts the swearing in of all 
positions in ASUU, and votes on bills that student 

McCall McCord 
Assembly 

School of Dentistry 

Melanie Barber 
Senate 
School of Dentistry 

Writing Credit: Madison Day 
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New Branding for the  

University of Utah Health Sciences 

Branding Evolution 

The University of Utah Health Sciences and 
University of Utah Health Care name, logo, and 
brand have a new look.  You may have noticed 
a new logo in university emails, websites, and 
publications.  The updated branding better 
represents the future of the University’s Health 
Care System.   

 

 

 

 

The new logo has the traditional, red, block style 

U, but instead of the caduceus (the symbol 

representing two snakes and wings), there 
appears an outline of a DNA strand.  The DNA 
represents one of the foundational principles of 
the new logo: Progression Forward.1  Progress is 
representative of the University of Utah’s 
remarkable research in genetics, past and 
present.  Also, the genetic connection with 
health and well-being is visually incorporated 
with the DNA strand signifying advancement in 
health through education, research and clinical 
care.1 

UUSOD News 

Photo Credit: Phil Sahm2, www.pulse.utah.edu 

The other principle incorporated into the 
updated branding is excellence and devotion 
in providing patient focused care1.  Delivery of 
care and the future-focused1 improvement of 
oral health care are tenets that will also guide 
the UUSOD. 

The February issue of Pulse featured an interview 
with Health Sciences Chief Marketing Officer, 
Dave Perry.  Mr. Perry highlighted four points 
that initiated the change in branding: 

 
• “We’re stronger together.” The new brand 

will bring together clinical care, research, 
and education.2  
 

• “We’re world-class.” The University of Utah 
boasts a world-class academic health 
system, which includes the School of 
Dentistry.  The change is meant to make 
those we serve aware of the benefits the 
health system has to offer.2 

 
(Continued on next page) 
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UUSOD News 
Branding Evolution, cont. 

• “We own our story.” The new branding will 
reflect and define the health system as it 
progresses and grows.2 

 
• “We’re worthy of wider recognition.” Mr. 

Perry states, “Rebranding can foster a 
renewed sense of pride and purpose in our 
dedicated employees.”1 This change will 
complement the mission statement of the U 
of U Health Care System.2  

 

The UUSOD is an integral part of University of 
Utah Health.  As you see the new brand, reflect 
upon the mission of the dental school and our 
commitment to providing exceptional, world-
class care to our patients.  

Change can offer a rejuvenating and fresh start.  
As we go forward in our delivery of patient care, 
pursuit of educational excellence, and progress 
through research, we will gain the knowledge 
and experience we need to greatly improve the 
oral and overall health of those we serve.    

 
Writing Credit: Anjanette Walsh 

 

References: 
1. www.healthcare.utah.edu University of Utah Health 
Online Branding and Style Guide 

2. www.pulse.utah.edu/news 
September 23, 2016, Pulse Article: Have You Heard? 
We’re Getting a New Brand!  Phil Sahm, Public 
Relations Specialist Public Affairs 

Resources: 
www.healthcare.utah.edu 

www.facebook.com/uofuhealth 

www.pulse.utah.edu 

 

Tone Words 
• Future-Focused 
• Caring 
• Unconventional 
• Established 
• Accessible 
• Leading Edge 
• Collaborative 

Tone is used to create and establish 
consistency within the brand.   In 
addition, tone words embody the 
mission, purpose, and focus.  The 
above “tone words“1 were chosen to 
define and communicate the general 
message of the new branding of 
University of Utah Health.1 
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University of Utah School of Dentistry’s GKAS 

event was held on February 25, 2017 

• 351 Children treated 

• $140,000 in donated dental care 

• All volunteers 

• $407.00 on average for each child 

• Received the KSL High Five 
o www.ksl.com-give-kids-a-smile 

Give Kids A Smile 
February 25, 2017 

The American Dental Association (ADA) started 

Give Kids A Smile in 2003.  Since then, more than 5.5 
million underserved children have benefited from the 
free dental care provided at these events.  
Nationwide, all services are provided by volunteers 
with about 10,000 dentists and 30,000 dental team 
participating.     

GKAS is a great opportunity for the UUSOD dental 
students and dental professionals to raise awareness 
about the importance of oral health.   

 

Reference: www.ada.org 
Writing Credit:  Anjanette Walsh 

UUSOD News 

 
Photo Credit: Derek Tang 
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My Thoughts on Give Kids a Smile 

If dental school has taught me one thing, it is 

that helping others far exceeds anything else 
that I could possibly accomplish in life.  This fact 
makes The Give Kids A Smile Event, one of my 
most favorite days of the year.  It is near 
impossible to describe the satisfaction that 
comes from seeing the gratitude that patients 
and parents express after receiving much 
needed dental care that is often, for one 
reason or another, just out of their reach.  
Although the event brings together both 
volunteers and patients from many different 
walks of life, the differences in nationality, 
language, or background are displaced by the 
numerous smiles of all that are involved.   

Dentistry is a profession that I have truly grown 
to love, and I am so grateful to be a part of it.  
As I participated in the most recent Give Kids A 

Smile event, I was reminded 
of the huge difference that 
we can make as dental 
professionals in the lives of 
those we serve, along with 
what really matters most. 

 

By: Dane Goodwin, Class of 2019  

 

  

Give Kids A Smile 

UUSOD News 

 

Photo Credit: Derek Tang 
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Photo Credit: Derek Tang 

UUSOD News 
Give Kids A Smile 
February 25, 2017 
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April 3, 2017 
 

With another academic year coming to a close at the UUSOD, it was time for the 

2nd annual Student Award Ceremony.  This award ceremony is designed to highlight 
the talents and accomplishments of both faculty and students, while simultaneously 
providing a tasteful forum to roast the #inauguralclass before they ventured off into 
professional life. 
 
To be recognized at this ceremony is no small feat.  Recipients are chosen for their 
exceptional aptitude in a certain aspect of service, leadership, pre-clinical, and 
clinical dentistry.  The voting for each award was done by both faculty and students, 
with equal weight given to both the amount of votes received and the reasons for 
which they were received.   
 
While it quickly became apparent that while we may not be great at reading aloud 
in front of large groups of people, we have a compassionate student body who 
provide exceptional clinical care to the patient population of the dental school.  It is 
a testament to our administrators, faculty, and most importantly the student body 
that our students have found success within all aspects of the dental profession.   
 
Congratulations to student, faculty, and staff award recipients.  May the odds be 
forever in your favor in the future.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   By: Alex Roegiers, Class of 2019 

 

2nd Annual Award Ceremony of the   

University of Utah School of Dentistry 

UUSOD News 

 
Photo Credit: Derek Tang 

Background Photo: www.myalteredstate.com 
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Photo Credit: Derek Tang 
Background Photo: www.myalteredstate.com 

2nd Annual Award Ceremony of the   

University of Utah School of Dentistry 

UUSOD News 

Award Recipients 
 
 
 
Pierre Fauchard Scholarship : Taylor Tate  
 
Elizabeth Gardner Award: Jessica Ash 
 
ASDA Award of Excellence:  Carsen McDaniel 
 
 
 
Outstanding Didactic Teacher: Dr. Bryan Trump and Dr. Mark Taylor 
 
 
 
Outstanding Student Advocate: 
Dr. James Keddington and Dr. John Colombo 
 
 
 
Outstanding Clinical Faculty: Dr. David Okano and Dr. Bart Watts 
 
 
 
Outstanding Staff/Team Member: Aubrey Anderson and Lisa Roberts 
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UUSOD News 

 

Photo Credit: Derek Tang 
Background Photo: www.myalteredstate.com 

D1 
Excellence in Leadership:  Jacob Haslam 
Excellence in Teamwork:  Marilyn Sadler 
Excellence in Service:  Matthew Ream 

D2 
Excellence in Leadership:  Madison Day 
Excellence in Teamwork:  Anjanette Walsh 
Excellence in Service:  McCall McCord 

D3 
Excellence in Leadership:  Eric Nelson 
Excellence in Teamwork:  Heath Bateman 
Excellence in Service:  Ashley Boettger 

D4 
Excellence in Leadership:  Rachel Smith 
Excellence in Teamwork:  Justin Nybo 
Excellence in Service:  David Drake 

2nd Annual Award Ceremony of the   

University of Utah School of Dentistry, cont. 

Award Recipients:  Student to Student 
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Excellence in Ethics:  Dayana Arreola 

 
Excellence in Public Health:  Luis Franco 
Excellence in Equity and Inclusion:  Luis Franco 

 
Excellence in Special Care:  Brett Hoopes 

 
Excellence in Research:  Madison Day 

 
Excellence in Endodontics:  Jacob Greaves 

Excellence in Prosthodontics:  Jacob Greaves 
 

Excellence in Oral Surgery:  Marissa Bergthold 
 

     Excellence in Orthodontics:  Riley Hunsaker 
 

Excellence in Pediatric Dentistry:  Justin Moody and Alex Piedra 
 

Excellence In Periodontics:  Ashley Boettger 
 

Excellence in Conservation and Restorative Dentistry:  Eric Nelson 
 

Excellence in Patient Care, D2: Anjanette Walsh 
 

Excellence in Patient Care, D3: Alex Clark 
 

Excellence in Patient Care, D4: Justin Nybo 
 

 

Photo Credit: Derek Tang 
Background Photo: www.myalteredstate.com 

UUSOD News 

2nd Annual Award Ceremony of the   

University of Utah School of Dentistry, cont. 

Award Recipients:  Faculty to Student 
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The Key to Efficiency: Dispensary and Sterilization Staff 

By Connor Cockrell, Class of 2019 
 

One portion of the School of Dentistry that is critical in its importance to the 
effectiveness of the school is the dispensary and sterilization department.  Each of 
these sections have several employees under which diverse responsibilities are 
assigned, ensuring that each day begins and ends with clean, organized 
instrumentation for the faculty and students.  I had the opportunity to sit down 
with a few of these individuals and gain a better understanding of who they are 

and what it is like to be such an important piece to the School of Dentistry. 
 
Each of the staff members I had the opportunity to speak with completed a broad background in 
dentistry before coming to the University of Utah School of Dentistry.  A majority of the individuals 
working in these departments had several years of dental assisting before deciding to come to this 
program.  This experience of working regularly with different armamentariums greatly enables 
them to understand the terminology and use for all the instruments and materials. 
 
As I observed the efficiency of the dispensary and sterilization departments, I was astounded at 
how many instruments and materials these few employees were able to handle, clean, prepare 
and organize, while also having a happy and positive attitude in what can be a stressful 
environment.  One of the dispensary staff members I had the opportunity to sit down with was 
Telisa Cooper.  Telisa has been working at the School of Dentistry since December of 2016.  “I love 
my job! I wake up every morning excited to come to work,” said Cooper, “I can see myself doing 
this for the rest of my career.”  This feeling of excitement and love for the job can be seen 
throughout both of these departments.  Shawntae Hemsley, another member of the dispensary 
staff stated, “I love the individuals I work with, from the people here in the dispensary and 
sterilization staff, to the students.  They make the job what it is.”   

(Continued on next page) 

  

Connor Cockrell 
Photo Credit: Connor Cockrell 
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The Key to Efficiency: Dispensary and Sterilization Staff, cont. 

When you sit and think about all the things these few individuals have to do, it becomes seemingly 
overwhelming.  Each member of the staff works hard to ensure that their job is done efficiently and 
correctly.  As I interviewed each of these individuals I asked what we as students and faculty could 
do to better help them in their positions.  I was surprised at the responses I received.  Natalie 
Naegle, one of the newer employees at the school, who works in sterilization said, “I honestly think 
everyone is doing a very good job at helping us.  There are always little adjustments that can be 
made, but the students and faculty have been great to us.” After entreating them to give me 
something I could take to the students and faculty to improve their divisions, I was given a few tips.  
For the dispensary staff, they asked that we as students turn in our paperwork for the procedures to 
be completed in clinic at least 24 hours before our appointment to give them adequate time to 
prepare our materials.  For the sterilization department, they asked if we have clean materials and 
instruments that haven’t been used, to take them directly to the clean/dispensary side. 
 
During my time with the dispensary and sterilization staff at the School of Dentistry, I gained a 
greater appreciation for the behind the scenes individuals who add such an important piece to 
the school and a necessary efficiency and organization that rarely gets the appreciation and 
recognition that they warrant. 

By: Connor Cockrell, Class of 2019 

UUSOD News 

From Left to Right: Natalie Naegle, Telisa Cooper, and Shawntae Hemsley  Photo Credit: Natalie Naegle (Facebook) 

From Left to Right: Shawntae Hemsley, Telisa 

Cooper, and Natalie Naegle (April 2017) 

Photo Credit: Shawntae Hemsley (Facebook) 

Telisa Cooper 
UUSOD Dispensary 
Photo Credit: Derek Tang 

Photo Credit: Wiki Commons 

UUSOD 
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Olga Baker 

Olga Baker, DDS, PhD was the 
recipient of the Salivary 
Researcher of the Year award 
from the Salivary Research 
Group of the International 
Association for Dental 
Research (IADR).  

Dr. Baker has been a phenomenal mentor to 
many students at the UUSOD.  She has 
personally helped Alex Piedra, Madison Day, 
Ryan Davis, and an incoming student pursue 
the goal of doing research and experiencing 
opportunities of growth and greater 
understanding outside of the classroom.  

To learn more about Dr. Baker’s research visit: 
www.dentistry.utah.edu 
 

Writing Credit:  Madison Day 

Barbara Dixon 

Professor Barbara Dixon, RDH, MEd, was 
honored as one of the top 20 Professors of 
Dental Hygiene by the website, 
MedicalTechnologySchools.com (Sechel 
Ventures). 
 
We are lucky to be graced by such an 
influential leader in the industry of dental 
hygiene and patient care.  Professor Dixon is 
an active member of the American Dental 
Hygienists Association (ADHA) and is 
instrumental in the education of UUSOD 
dental students in hygiene and periodontal 
health.  

Photo Credit: UUSOD 

 
Professor Dixon’s full bio can be found at: 

www.medicaltechnologyschools.com 

 

Olga Baker, center.  Ryan Davis, Class of 2020, 
far left.  Madison Day, Class of 2019, far right. 

Photo Credit:  UUSOD 
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A New Paradigm for the 

Treatment of Cleft Lip and Palate 

By: Chris Fanelli, Class of 2019 
 
Over the past 3 years, I have experienced 
the rigors of discovery and innovation and 
the profound persistence required to 
succeed in research. This endeavor is worth 
the challenge, as it serves to advance the 
standard of care of patients.  
 
By attending, presenting, and competing at 
the 2015 and 2017 International Association 
of Dental Research (IADR) Conferences, I 
have had the opportunity to connect with a 
network of student peers and clinician 
scientists in the field of Craniofacial 
Genetics and Medicine from all over the 
world. The information presented below is a 
brief summary of my research in Dr. Rena 
D'Souza's lab that I presented at IADR. 
 
 

Nonsyndromic clefts of the 
lip and or palate occur in 
1:700 live births and 
severely compromise 
feeding, speech, hearing 
and social standing of 

affected individuals. Treatment strategies 
rely on complex surgical interventions and 
require life-long, multi-disciplinary follow-up.  
 

Understanding the molecular mechanisms 
driving palatogenesis is hence critical for 
the development of safe and noninvasive  
therapies that reverse or cure palatal 
defects.  
 
As one of the better studied mouse 
genetic models of cleft palate, the Pax9-/- 
mouse shows a consistent phenotype of 
secondary palatal clefts and 
ultimobranchial arch defects that lead to 
death shortly after birth. Our studies of 
Pax9’s role in palatogenesis revealed in 
the absence of Pax9, Wnt pathway genes 
were markedly downregulated in palatal 
shelves of Pax9-/- mice.  Wnt signaling is 
required for proper craniofacial 
development and thus a decrease in Wnt 
signaling can lead to cleft palate. These 
findings led to the hypothesis that tested 
whether Wnt signaling could be 
therapeutically restored in palatal 
mesenchyme of Pax9-/- mice by 
administering a small molecule Wnt 
agonist (WAY-262611) to restore palate 
formation.  

The objectives of this study are to assess 
whether a Wnt agonist, when delivered to 
Pax9-/- mouse embryos in vivo, can lead to 
can lead to palatal shelf closure by 
restoring cell proliferation and 
osteogenesis. 

(Continued on next page) 
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A New Paradigm for the Treatment of 

Cleft Lip and Palate, cont. 

 
The Wnt agonist was delivered daily into the 
tail vein of Pax9+/- pregnant mice during 
palatogenesis. The controlled delivery of 
Wnt agonist therapy to Pax9-/- embryos was 
100% effective in bringing about the growth 
and fusion of palatal shelves as seen in 
Figure 1.  
 

 

The restoration of Wnt signaling in vivo was 
sufficient to increase cell proliferation and 
differentiation in posterior palatal 
mesenchyme explaining the outgrowth of 
the palatal shelves and palatal 
osteogenesis. The reversal of cleft palate 
defects in Pax9-/- mice confirms that the 
Pax9-Wnt pathway is exclusive and crucial 
for palatogenesis. These results offer a new 
paradigm for the non-surgical treatment of 
cleft palates. 
 
  
I would like to thank Dr. Rena D'Souza, Dr. 
Shihai Jia, Dr. Jing Zhou and Greg Pratt for 
their mentorship, guidance and support with 
this project.  

Chris Fanelli 

Chris Fanelli, UUSOD Class of 2019, 
presenting his research at the 2017 IADR 
conference in San Francisco, California. 

Photo Credit: Chris Fanelli 
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Chris Fanelli 

Mr. Christopher Fanelli, Class of 2019, received 
the 2017 Craniofacial Biology Group Award – 
Junior Category at the 95th General Session of 
the International Association for Dental 
Research in San Francisco, California.  The 
international competition is open to dental 
students, MS trainees, and residents in 
certificate programs.  Chris received an 
engraved plaque, a $400 cash award, and 
recognition for his research, “Rescue of Cleft 
Palate Defects through Dkk1 Inhibition in Pax9 -
/- Mice”.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Photo Credit: Chris Fanelli 
 
The award is supported by DENTAID and the 
membership of the Craniofacial Biology Group.  
Mr. Fanelli performed his studies as part of his 
CAPSTONE project under the mentorship and 
guidance of Drs. Rena D’Souza, Shihai Jia, Jing 
Zhou, and John Colombo. 

 
Writing Credit: Madison Day 

Winning Photograph by Derek Tang 

Derek Tang  

Mr. Derek Tang, Class of 
2019, was the recipient of 
the May 2017 ASDA 
Contour photo challenge 
with his exceptional 
photography of the Utah 
State Dental Student 

Lobby Day. Contour is the National ASDA 
Publication released monthly to students, 
dentists, and businesses nationwide. This 
award is extremely sought after by ASDA 
chapters all over the country, and we are so 
proud to have Derek as the recipient. Derek 
is a self-taught photographer from the bay 
area of California.  
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Alex Piedra 

 
Mr. Alex Piedra, Class of 2018, and his team 
produced a mental wellness mobile app 
called, Mood Pal, for the Bench to Bedside 
(B2B) Student Competition.  Mr. Piedra and 
his teammates won an award of $5,000 for 
Best in Entertainment Arts and Engineering.  
 
B2B is a competition program that 
introduces students to the world of medical 
device innovation. The 7th annual B2B 
Competition Night was held at the Utah 
State Capitol Rotunda on April 3, 2017.  
More than 30 teams participated.  
 
To learn more about the B2B Student Program 
visit:   
www.healthsciences.utah.edu/bench-2-bedside/ 

 
 

Writing Credit:  Madison Day 
Anjanette Walsh 

Madison Day 

Ms. Madison Day, Class of 2019, placed at 
the 2017 Roseman, National Student 
Research Group, (NSRG) Regional 
Symposium in January. Madison did her 
research with Olga Baker, DDS, PhD during 
the summer and fall of 2016.  Ms. Day also 
presented her research at the University of 
Utah Medical School Utah Health Trainee 
Research Symposium, the Utah Dental 
Association conference, and IADR in San 
Francisco.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo Credit: Madison Day 
 

To learn more about the 
International Association for 
Dental Research visit: 
www.iadr.org  

Alex Piedra, center, third from left 
 

Photo Credit: B2B Competition- University of Utah FB 
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Pierre Fauchard Academy 

Rachel Smith received the Pierre 
Fauchard Academy Certificate 
of Merit at the UDA annual 
breakfast meeting  on April 27th.  
This award is given to the senior 
student, selected by the faculty 
and administration, for 
exemplary leadership and 

professionalism.  Pierre Fauchard is known as 
the Father of Modern Dentistry and is the 
author of the first textbook of dentistry. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Taylor Tate, Class of 2018, is the recipient of 
the Pierre Fauchard Academy Oral Health 
Foundation Scholarship.  The scholarship is 
awarded annually to a third year dental 
student and is school-selected based on 
leadership, scholarship, and community 
involvement.  

Writing Credit: Dr. Gary Lowder  
Anjanette Walsh 

Photo Credit:  UUSOD 
www.fauchard.org 

Elizabeth Fuhriman Gardner Prize for 

the Outstanding Woman Student in the 
Health Sciences 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Jessica Ash is the recipient of the 2017 
Elizaabeth Fuhriman Gardner award.  This 
award recognizes an outstanding woman in 
the health sciences.  The recipient must 
exemplify dedication and excellence in 
their personal and professional lives.  Also, 
the award criteria takes into account 
service to the community and university, 
integrity, leadership skills, and academic 
performance.  

 
 
Reference: 
www.medicine.utah.edu/students 

 

 

Writing Credit:  Anjanette Walsh 
Photo Credit:  Derek Tang 

Student Life 
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References: IPC Journal Spring 2017,  
www.pulse.utah.edu 

Writing Credit:  Anjanette Walsh 
Photo Credit:  IPC, University of Utah Health  

 

imagine  ™ 

Our very own McCall McCord, Class of 2019, 
made the cover of the University of Utah Health 
journal, Imagine Perfect Care (IPC).  The Spring 
2017 issue features the dental school in an article 
titled, Re-Imagining the Future of Dentistry: 
Innovative links between oral health and systemic 
health.  Interviews and quotes by Dr. Mark 
Durham, Dr. James Keddington, and Dean Wyatt 
Rory Hume are featured along with beautiful 
photographs of the clinic and simulation lab. 
 
Imagine Perfect Care is a publication and 
resource center.  The mission of IPC is to inspire 
and empower University of Utah Health students, 
faculty, and staff in our delivery of care, 
education, and daily work. 
 
There are copies in the clinic.  Make sure you pick 
one up to read or access the online version at 
 
 www.pulse.utah.edu/site/imagine-perfect-care 

 
For more information about IPC Journal email  

imagine@hsc.utah.edu 
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  2017 
Summer Calendar 

2017 

 

July 15 

• ASDA PreDental Interview Workshop 
12-3 p.m. @ UUSOD 

August 6-12 

• UUSOD Summer Break #2 

August 7-11 
• Class of 2021 Orientation 

August 11 

• Class of 2021 White Coat Ceremony 
4-6:30 p.m. @ Rice Eccles Stadium 

August 14 
• 2017 Fall Semester Begins 

August 18-19 

• Academy of LDS Dentists 40th Annual 
Conference Provo, Utah 

 

National Student Research Group – 

University of Utah School of Dentistry Chapter 
 

We are forming a local chapter of the 
National Student Research Group (NSRG) 
here at the School of Dentistry. The goal of 
the NSRG is to foster an environment that 
encourages students to enrich their 
education through research. The NSRG serves 
to provide opportunities for student research 
and to promote dental career paths by 
engaging the dental students in opportunities 
for presenting their research, networking 
events, and programming both locally and at 
the American Association of Dental Research 
(AADR) Annual Meetings. If you are interested 
in perusing research while in dental school 
and becoming a member, please contact: 

chris.fanelli@hsc.utah.edu 



Class of 

2017 

Yearbook 
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Save
the

Date

Photo Credits: Derek Tang 
Alex Steele, UUSOD  

University of Utah 

Graduation 

2017 
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Graduation 
Class of 2017 

Inaugural Class of the 
University of Utah 

School of Dentistry 
  

A week before the class of 2017 had their graduating ceremony I was out with Derek Tang on 

what was to be our last bittersweet Pho and Boba Friday with Amber Clark. While reminiscing with 
Amber on her last four years of dental school, Derek brought up the idea of me helping him with 
the documentation and social media presentation of the graduation. Derek said something to this 
extent, “Although my ninja picture taking skill are great, it would be almost impossible for me to 
cover graduation pictures while posting to SnapChat and Instagram at the same time!” I agreed 
to help. The night before the graduation it was decided that I would take charge of Instagram 
and that the ‘Snapchat Queen’, Madi Day, would join us on our quest of thorough documentation 
of the momentous event. 
 
May 20th, 2017, Graduation Day. I remember walking out my front door, dressed to the nines might 
add, and looking across the horizon. The sun was peering over the mountains casting picture 
perfect shadows while the drops of morning dew sparkled upon the green grass. The air was fresh 
and the temperature was perfect. It was as if the heavens above knew this was a special day. 
 
Upon my arrival to the graduation, everyone was already gathered on the steps of Kingsbury Hall, 
professors, students, and family members alike. As pictures of students with their families, professors 
and fellow students were taken, there was a happy, anxious, anticipatory energy around. I soon 
found Derek and Madi and was briefed on the expectations of my “Instagram Takeover!” I was to 
take pictures and videos to try and capture the very essences of the graduation, making the 
viewers feel like they were there. I would do my best. 
 
With a total of 17 pictures and one video posted, the takeover was a success. Students anxiously 
waiting to enter the stage, professors standing together with a sense of pride for what they help to 
mold, and emotional speeches from students and faculty were all captured. What an amazing 
day it was. During the entire event I couldn’t help but think that I, within the next two years, would 
be the one graduating with my class. It filled my heart with joy and hope. 

 
By: Tate Trujillo, Class of 2019 

 
If you would like to see the Instagram posts, search: 

#asdatakeover 

From Left to Right: Tate Trujillo, Amber 
Clark, and Derek Tang 

Photo Credit: Derek Tang 
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Graduation  
Class of 2017 

Inaugural Class of the 
University of Utah School of Dentistry 

  

Photo Credit: Derek Tang 
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Graduation  

Class of 2017 
Inaugural Class of the 

University of Utah School of Dentistry 
  

To read more about the UUSOD’s first 

graduating class visit: 

www.sltrib.com 

www.dailyutahchronicle.com 

www.dentistry.utah.edu 

www.attheu.utah.edu_meet-the-graduates 

www.attheu.utah.edu_a-reason-to-smile 

www.facebook.com/uofudentistry 

 

Photo Credit: www.utah.edu 
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Class of 2017 

Student Profiles 

Scott Allen 

What is your favorite thing about dental school? "My favorite part for sure 
was the people I met along the way. Having such a small class turned out 

to be pretty dang awesome."  

What are your plans after graduating? "I'm planning to do an AEGD 
and practice general dentistry."  

Any advice to current dental students? "The best advice I could give 
dental students is to take a break now and then! Dental school is tough but 

you have to have fun along the way.” 

Bentley Anderson 
 
What is your favorite thing about dental school? "My favorite thing.... Hmmmm. In general I have enjoyed 

most of my educational experience here at the University of Utah. As I think back I 
remember feeling overwhelmed and excited my first couple of weeks during 

phase one with the med students. I remember how it felt to cut my first preps 
on ivorene teeth with Dr. Lowder and Dr. Powell, thinking this is pretty cool. 

Then remembering the first time in clinic I extracted a tooth thinking, this is 
really cool! However, the best thing has to be the camaraderie and 
friendships made with both faculty and students." 
 
What are your plans after graduating? "I will be in Phoenix for the next 
four years. I was accepted to the Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery program 

at the University of Arizona Medical Center." 
 

Any advice to current dental students? "Be professional. Don't get caught up 
in administrative drama. If problems arise go to class leaders and faculty 

members with solutions to your concerns, not just complaints. They will be more 
inclined to listen and fix things if that is the case. Support one another and do 

everything with excellence in mind. You'll be fine!" 
 

Colby Broadbent 

What is your favorite thing about dental school? "My favorite thing about 
dental school has been the opportunity to see the change in a patient’s 
life when going from teeth they are trying to hide, to teeth they can’t stop 
showing. It hasn’t been every patient, but to see this happen for a few 
patients has made all the hard work worth it." 
 
What are your plans after graduating? "As far as plans after school, my 
family and I will be moving to Oklahoma and I will be going into private 
practice." 
 
Any advice to current dental students? "My advice for current students 
would be to challenge yourself to think outside the box. Challenge what 
you learn. Ask the why questions. Just because you learn to do things one 
way doesn’t mean there isn’t a better way. Also, pursue whatever you love 
about dentistry and don’t give up until you succeed." 
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Kathryn Cameron 

What is your favorite thing about dental school? "Definitely my 
classmates. Every one of them brings something unique to the table. 

I'm going to miss them!" 
 
What are your plans after graduating? "After school I want to work 
a whopping two(ish) days a week as general dentist and stay at 
home the rest of the week with my kids." 
 

Any advice to current dental students? "My advice would be to 
take advantage of any opportunity you can to learn while in school. 

CE courses, assisting in clinic, picking the brains of your 
teachers/attendings, etc. You'll find that the more you dive in, the more 

you realize how little you actually know!" 

Class of 2017 

Student Profiles 

Writing Credit: Derek Tang 
Photo Credits: UUSOD Students 

Chris Capener 

What is your favorite thing about dental school? What is your favorite thing about dental 
school? "My favorite thing about dental school is getting to know and hang out with all 
the students and faculty." 
 
What are your plans after graduating? "After school I plan on working in Utah for a 
while doing general dentistry and then go where the best opportunity is for my family." 
 
Any advice to current dental students? "My advice to current dental students is to 
enjoy dental school as much as you can because it goes by so fast. Be in clinic as 

much as you can and learn from everyone there. Some other tidbits I learned in 
dental school are to wear sunscreen on dental trips, avoid confrontations in intramural 

sports, and if you break a root tip off, be very careful near the sinus. These may or may 
not have been learned by personal experience." 

Devin Burns 

What is your favorite thing about dental school? "My favorite part of dental 
school has been getting to know the faculty and my classmates. I also have 
enjoyed seeing how much I have learned from the first year until now. I have 
really enjoyed anatomy class and lab and the oral surgery clinic. I love how 
the newness of the school allows us students to dream and seek out 
opportunities we are interested in." 

 
What are your plans after graduating? "In June I will be starting a one year 
oral surgery internship at JPS Hospital in Fort Worth, Texas. I will then apply 
again in hopes of matching to a four year program. I love surgery! It's like 
Christmas morning every day." 
 
Any advice to current dental students? "Advice that I would give to students is 

to remember what is most important in life. Dentistry is an awesome job, but at any time we could get 
in an accident that would end our career. In the pursuit of this great profession, do not lose sight of 
what is most important in life." 
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Jordan Christensen 

What is your favorite thing about dental school?  "My favorite thing about 
dental school has definitely been the friendships I have built. My 

classmates are awesome and there are so many great faculty here as 
well. You spend so much time together over the years that you really 
get to know each other and build lasting friendships." 
 
What are your plans after graduating? "After graduation I am going to 
be headed to the other side of the country, to South Carolina, for a 
two year endodontics residency. Getting to perform and teach RCT 

has been one of the highlights of dental school for me, and I look 
forward to getting to focus on it full time." 

 
Any advice to current dental students? "I think my best advice would be to 

just work hard and have fun. There are going to be plenty of times when you 
are stressed or frustrated with school, but just try to focus on the friendships you have around you and enjoy your 
time. Despite the hardships that school presents, these last 4 years have been some of the most enjoyable of my 
life. Take time to have fun, work hard, and don't let things get to you because you will be right back at it 
tomorrow. Just learn from the mistakes or difficult times and be better the next time around." 

Class of 2017 

Student Profiles 

Amber Clark 

What is your favorite thing about dental school?  "Making new friends and forming 
relationships with so many great people has definitely been my favorite part of 

dental school. Four years goes by faster when you have the company of 
awesome people around you." 
 
What are your plans after graduating? "After graduation, I am doing a 
general practice residency in New York. My ultimate goal is to specialize in 
pediatric dentistry and I am applying for pediatric dental residencies this 
summer." 
 
Any advice to current dental students? "The best advice I can give to other 

students is to be involved and stay active in activities you enjoy. It is easy to 
get caught up in a form of tunnel vision in dental school, especially during 

the first two years where it can easily feel like studying is all you have time for. 
Remember to take time outside of studying to pursue what you enjoy, whether 

it is community outreach, sports, music, student government, art, hanging out 
with family and friends, etc., keep doing what you love." 

Writing Credit: Derek Tang 
Photo Credits: UUSOD Students 
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Writing Credit: Derek Tang 
Photo Credits: UUSOD Students 

David Clark 
 

What is your favorite thing about dental school?  "I know everyone in my class 
has stated the best part of dental school are our classmates, and it is totally 

true! There are some incredible students at the school and some even more 
amazing friends. Getting together outside of school for class parties, 
celebrations, and game nights were legendary. Some very fun times and 
lasting memories were made. Getting to see these awesome people 
everyday was the best, and it is something I shall surely miss." 
 

What are your plans after graduating? "After school I plan to work in 
private practice and start the long road to paying back student loans :(" 

 
Any advice to current dental students? "My advice for current students is to 

study hard, work hard, and play hard. Keeping a balance between school and 
personal life is the key to sanity in dental school. Learning how to unplug from the rigors of school 
and just have fun makes it bearable. On top of that I would say soak up all you can from the 
professors and clinical staff that you can. There are some very wise and very skilled professionals 
that work at the school, take advantage of their insight." 
 

Devin Daniels 

What is your favorite thing about dental school? "My favorite thing about 
dental school would have to be the friendships I've made here, especially 

among my classmates. I have to admit, I had some serious doubts about 
this motley crew they call the class of 2017, but now I can't imagine 

anyone else I'd rather have suffered these past four years with. Even 
Bentley Anderson." 
 
What are your plans after graduating? "The plans for after school 
involve heading to Los Angeles to do a residency in periodontics, 
landing a part-time acting gig to supplement my income, and 

changing my last name in honor of the two most influential men in my 
life to Wink-kano." 

 
Any advice to current dental students? "My advice for current dental 

students would have to be take advantage of your time here. Attend the 
CE's. Ask questions -- tons of them. Get as much advice and information out 

of the attendings you can. Find out what made them successful and what pitfalls you should look 
out for. Always be asking what you can do better. And even though my class is graduating we're 
still willing to help and widely available on social media so don't be afraid to hit us up with any 
questions." 
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Gabriel Dickes 
 

What is your favorite thing about dental school? What is your favorite 
thing about dental school? "My favorite time in dental school was the 

days in the old medical school building during our restorative and 
anatomy classes listening to crazy music and even crazier 
professors." 
 
What are your plans after graduating? "After school I am going to 
Texas for work in general practice." 

 
Any advice to current dental students? "Advice would be to enjoy 

your time as you are going through it and definitely know the definition 
of 'mir.'" 

David Drake 
 

What is your favorite thing about dental school? "Getting to hang out 
with my best friends every day. I’ll miss you guys. Kyle’s nude scrubs 
are a close second." 
 
What are your plans after graduating? "We are moving to Fairfield, 
CA where I’ll be an OMFS resident at Travis Air Force Base. After 
residency, I will owe the Air Force four years." 
 

Any advice to current dental students? "I was happiest in dental 
school when I was looking out for my classmates. It’s one of the great 

paradoxes in life. As you serve and give of your time, talents, and 
emotional capital, you leave yourself open to receive ten-fold." 

 

Daniel Hoopes 
 

What is your favorite thing about dental school? "My favorite thing about 
dental school is the prospect of graduation...and probably my 

classmates." 
 
What are your plans after graduating? "After dental school, I plan on 
doing an orthodontic residency at Roseman in Las Vegas. After that I 
plan on working hard for the next 35 years to pay off my student 

loans." 
 

Any advice to current dental students? "My advice would be to get 
involved and change what they don’t like." 
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Brett Kocherhans 
 

What is your favorite thing about dental school? "My favorite thing 
about dental school has been being in a class with lots of awesome 

people with strong personalities. I’m very passive, so whenever my 
classmates would duke it out with a professor who wrote a bad test 
question or with administrators announcing a new competency, I 
would just grab my popcorn and soda and enjoy the show, 
thinking how lucky I am to have front row seats for free. Then I 
remember tuition. But still."  

 
What are your plans after graduating? "After school I plan on working 

in Alaska. Yes, there are many dangers – extreme weather conditions, 
bear attacks, and living close to my in-laws – but it’s beautiful and the 

fishing is great. Of course, I don’t like to fish, but I do like to eat fish. So I’ve never really liked the whole 
“Feed a man a fish… Teach a man to fish…” quote because all these selfless philanthropists are messing 
things up for me – the guy who just likes to get fed a fish every now and then."  
 
Any advice to current dental students? "My advice to current dental students is to just keep going. I 
remember one day, during the middle of a root canal test in the sim lab, I got so frustrated that I got up, 
walked to my car, drove to Tonyburgers on 400 South, destroyed a bacon burger, and drove back to the 
school. To be clear, my advice is NOT to leave during the middle of a root canal test. But rather, my 
advice is to just know that it’s okay to have rough days. Just come back, keep doing your best, and 
eventually you’ll make it. Also the Double Big T is too much, just stick with the Big Tony." 
 

Latecia Muse Miller 
 
What is your favorite thing about dental school?  "I liked dental school 
because it pushed me to be ok being out of my comfort zone. Dental 
School also taught me that it was ok to ask for help and turn to others for 
advice. Luckily there are so many resources here at the school: your 
professors, fellow students and connections to mentors through ASDA." 
 
What are your plans after graduating? "I am going to be attending the U 
of U GPR program." 
 
Any advice to current dental students? "Be happy and be in the 
moment! Don't spend your days wishing it was over, because it goes by 

so fast and you'll wish you had taken more advantage of opportunities." 
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Justin Nybo 
 

What is your favorite thing about dental school? "The best part of dental 
school was laughing with my classmates! They made this difficult journey 
fun and I definitely am going to miss seeing them everyday!" 
 
What are your plans after graduating?  "Launch my music career. Also 
after school, I plan to work in private practice at an office in Layton with 
a good mentor! I'm looking forward to it!" 
 

Any advice to current dental students? "My advice would be to get 
competencies done as soon as possible so you can really enjoy your 4th 
year and explore your interests! Also, have fun with your classmates and 

help each other out! It makes the journey way better! Laugh often and 
you'll be ok!" 

Kyle Sansom 
 
What is your favorite thing about dental school?  "Class 8-5 every day is 
awesome. Going home and studying all night makes it even better." 
 
What are your plans after graduating? "After graduation, going to an 
AEGD at Langley Air Force Base in Virginia." 
 
Any advice to current dental students? "If you are going to buy a ruler, just 
save some time and go straight for a tape measure." 

Rachel Smith 

 
What is your favorite thing about dental school? "Becoming best friends 

with my classmates. Love them!" 
 
What are your plans after graduating? "I have applied to the General 
Practitioner Residency at the University of Utah hospital. I find out 
January 30th as part of the MATCH if I was accepted." 

 
Any advice to current dental students? "It gets so much better. The first 

couple of years I kept wondering why the heck I went to dental school, 
but now am just loving it! Get through the bookwork portion, learn as 

much as you can and the last two years will be smooth sailing." 
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John Varner 
 

What is your favorite thing about dental school? "Joking around with 
classmates and faculty every day. Also, deer hunting was epic over the 

past four years." 

What are your plans after graduating? "We are moving to Omaha, 
Nebraska where I'll be an OMFS resident at UNMC for 6 years. 
Hopefully my classmates won't be retired by the time I'm done." 
 

Any advice to current dental students? "Work hard and play hard. Living 
in Utah there are many opportunities to get out and explore. Take 

advantage of it." 

Clint Wire 
 

What is your favorite thing about dental school? "Probably getting to see 
my friends every day, joke around with the faculty, and play intramural 

sports." 
 
What are your plans after graduating? "I plan to attend an 
Orthodontic Residency at the University of Iowa and someday get a 
job…. Maybe." 

 
Any advice to current dental students? "Sleep less so that you have 

more time to work hard and play hard. Say yes to every opportunity to 
learn, serve and have fun while in school. The best four years!" 
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“Take every opportunity you can in 
dental school.  Ask questions and 
don’t be afraid to try procedures 

out of your comfort zone.” 
 

-Leticia Muse Miller 

“The friends I met during dental 
school made all the "school work" 
bearable. We literally had a blast 

over the past four years with nonstop 
laughter. Some of the classes were 

rough at times but the good 
outweighed the bad. It is crazy to 

think we are all moving on to the next 
phase of life and I will sincerely miss 

it.  I will never forget the fun 
adventures from the class of 2017!” 

-John Varner 

"It's a new dawn. It's a new 
day. It's a new life for me, 
and I'm feeling good!" 
  
-Justin Nybo 

"When in doubt, 
buy a yardstick" 
 
-Kyle Sansom 

“Pursue every 
opportunity. Get 
involved, be serious, 
have fun.” 

-Amber Clark 

“My classmates and the 
faculty have been simply 
amazing, and I’ll never 
forget all of the great times 
that we’ve had over the 
past four years. Just 
remember that happiness is 
determined by your 
attitude, not your 
circumstances. Life is never 
fair, and no one owes you a 
damn thing. So quit 
complaining, Cowboy the 
hell up, and get to work!” 
 
-Clint Wire 
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“Dental school has truly been four of the 
best years of my life. There have been plenty 

of ups and downs, but a constant 
throughout has been the amazing people I 

have spent my time with. It is exciting to 
know we are finally ready to move on with 

our careers; however, I am dreading not 
being able to hang out with my friends 

every day, laughing and making mayhem. 
For those of you who are underclassmen... 

Enjoy the process. You are gonna want 
school to just fly by, and it will; so make sure 

you enjoy the flight.” 
 

-Jordan Christensen 

“These last four years have 
been the best of my life, only 
because of the people I met 
along the way. “ 
  
-Rachel Smith 

“Remember that 
each attending has 
gems of knowledge 
and that you should 
strive to learn at least 
one from each. Make 
the most of your time 
in dental school but 
don't forget to have 
fun!” 

  
-Colby Broadbent 

"Farewell, dental school 
experience. Like the Colossus 
roller coaster at Lagoon when I 
was 8 years old, I approached 
you with timid excitement and 
an eagerness for the adventure, 
but was quickly dropped in a 
free fall into the very bowels of 
hell. You were endured with 
horror, threats of syncope and 
emesis, and several mild 
expletives, but when it all ended 
I emerged with a sense of 
accomplishment that was the 
best feeling in the world. And 
looking back, I wonder if I'd do it 
again, but then quickly decide 
on a snow cone instead - half 
cherry, half blue raspberry.” 

-Brett Kocherhans 

“I have greatly enjoyed 
both my classmates and 
the faculty/staff at the 
school. The experience 
has been one of a kind 
and incredible.” 

-David Clark  
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